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Quite some people, quite some book~ 
By Dan Saults 
The Wild Mammals of Missouri is a big (342 pages, 
8 x 1 1 in.) book that is copiously illustrated (38 full-
page plates and hundreds of sketches) and that con-
cerns itself with Missouri. It was written and il-
lustrated by two famous Missouri biologists, Charles 
and Elizabeth Schwartz, published as a joint venture 
of the University of Missouri and the Missouri Con-
servation Commission-and was, of course, printed for 
Missourians. 
In case this sounds like provincial pride, which is 
scientifically known as Bumptia egomania texana, it 
should be added that the publishers are quite willing 
to sell this fascinating wildlife tome to any other 
residents of the world also-for $5.95 a copy, which 
makes Wild Mammals of Missouri one of the best 
ever available. A book of this size, on this subject 
and so extremely well done would have to retail at 
twice that amount under strictly commercial cir-
cumstances. And it would be well worth it. 
The wild creatures covered here, ranging from 1 / 10 
ounce shrews to 600-pound bears, are found in a much 
wider range than this state, of course, but if you want 
to learn something about the breeding habits of 
elephants, this isn't your book. Every creature in these 
pages now lives in Missouri or once did occur here. 
The variety of that wildlife is quite likely to startle 
you. 
Charlie and Libby Schwartz-who, incidentally, get 
no royalties out of this; no cash of any kind-poured 
the results of years of research, education and high 
skill into the book. A husband-wife team with an in-
ternational reputation for both art and accuracy, the 
Schwartzes are so ideally equipped for just such a 
book that it would be hard to visualize them getting 
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Elizabeth R.. Schwartz, working in the laboratory. 
together originally except by design. Maybe there 
was one. 
Elizabeth Reeder did happen to get born in Ohio 
and study at Ohio State and Columbia universities 
before she got to the University of Missouri, but in 
this state she stayed. She has a Ph.D. in zoology and 
taught at the University of Missouri, where she met 
St. Louis-born Charles W. Schwartz, another Univer-
sity of Missouri degree-holder (M.A. in zoology). 
They married in 1938. 
What Charles may have lacked in degrees he made 
up by his ability to sketch, paint and photogrnph 
(His skill as; an artist has tended to overshadow the 
solid quality of his biology: the Territory of Hawaii 
hired him to make a game s\irvey of the Islands; his 
judgments are valued greatly by wildlife managers 
everywhere; like da Vinci, his artistry won more fame 
than his scientific abilities.) 
The team has produced a couple of lesser b_ooks on 
their own; this one was an assignment from the 
Conservation Commission by ·which both are em-
ployed. Mammals grew from a series of articles ap-
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One of the many detailed drawings by Charles Schwartz. 
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· Charles W. Schwartz at worh. Critics hail the Mammals book as 
"continuing the excellence of the University Press." 
pearing in the Missouri Conservationist, the wildlife-
forestry department's magazine, over a four year 
period, but even this amount of material was greatly 
expanded to produce the book. 
People with a degree in zoology .or other scientific 
disciplines will not consider Mammals a technical 
publication, though if your degree is in Journalism, 
you might refer to it that way; if your degree is in 
Education you'll rate this as one of the best reference 
books you ever saw on any subject. A layman in the 
field certainly can read it with interest and for 
knowledge. 
Incidentally, the Schwartz team also has produced 
some of the finest wildlife motion pictures ever filmed: 
Bobwhite Through the Year, Cottontail, A Way of 
Life and other movies won both national and inter-
national awards. These are quite some people, the 
Schwartzes, and they've delivered themselves of quite 
some book. 
Dan Saults, '32, is assistant director of the Missouri Con-
servation Commission. He is a former editor of the Missouri 
Conservationist. 
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